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Motion to Reauthorize the Beacon Charter School by the Board of Regents
for Elementary and Secondary Education.

Having been initially authorized in 2003 and reauthorized in 2005 to complete its
initial five-year authorization period, the charter of the Beacon Charter School will expire
at the conclusion of 2007-08 school year. In accordance with R.I.G.L. 16-77-3, the
Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) coordinated the process of evaluating the
Beacon School's performance over the past five-year period to determine the merits of
reauthorization for an additional five-year period.

Review Process

. RIDE staff accumulated various data and conducted a thorough data analysis of
Beacon's five-year performance. The reviewed data included performance on
state assessments, performance classifications and reports cards, annual reports,
School Support System reports, SALT survey data, various financial reports, and
other reports. The data and reports were also provided to the State and Charter
Schools Committee (SCSC) in preparation of a committee visit to Beacon.

. The SCSC and RIDE staff visited the Beacon Charter School on June 9, 2008.
During the visit, the Regents met with a panel of graduating seniors to discuss
their experience at the school and gain feedback regarding its future operation.
Regents also met with school officials to discuss school operations and future
challenges.

. Upon completion of the data analysis and school visit, the SCSC and RIDE staff
discussed findings and conclusions, and formulated a recommendation regarding
the merits of reauthorization.




