
 PBGRs  are the talk of the campus , 

particularly if you are a senior (or the parent 

of a senior).  On the afternoon of February 

1, all seniors at Beacon presented their final 

academic and arts portfolio to a panel of five 

faculty judges.  For more information see 

From the Academic Deanôs Desk on page 3. 

 

 

At right are: Cody King and      

Sarah Langlois  

At left are : Laquandra Seymore  

and Jasmine Marzini 
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Collecting Email Addresses  
 
Beacon is collecting email addresses to update 
our data bank.  We will be using emails to send 
out important information.  Please email Monica 
Daniels at georgiabee_961@msn.com with your 
email address to ensure that information reaches 
you.   
If you do not have an email, please call Monica 
Daniels at 671-6261 x 402 to ensure that we find 
an alternate method to deliver information to you. 
Thank-you for your cooperation. 
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Dear Beacon Students, Families and Friends: 

 

There are three very important topics in this monthôs administrative note. The first is the release of the NECAP scores, followed by 

the announcement of the new after school college class program and lastly a critical bulletin about a parental/guardian opportunity for gov-

ernance membership. 

 

Everyone knows that statistics can be presented in so many ways that just about any point can be made. Glass half full? Glass half 

empty? It probably wonôt surprise you that my public message about our test scores is the glass half full perspective. So, to alleviate that 

somewhat, Iôll stick with the short and sweet version. 

 

Beacon is the number one district in the state in reading assessment with 98% meeting proficiency as reported by the State Depart-

ment of Education in its recently released state-wide comparison tables. Nuffô said about that one!* 

 

With writing we saw an approximate 30% jump from last yearôs 30% to about 60% this year. Thatôs more than respectable from 

any vantage point and places us above the state average which is where you want to be. Our school owes a debt of gratitude to the teaching 

colleagues at the school who developed, piloted, instructed, practiced and assessed with their crash course curriculum designed to do just 

what it did é get last yearôs poorer performance back to respectability. 

 

In math we went down 1% and we have to apply the lessons of last yearôs writing attack to next yearôs math. But, even in the bad 

news there was some silver lining. There are four parts of the test; numbers and functions (non-calculator portion), algebra, geometry and 

data, statistics and probability (all three with calculator during the test). In algebra and geometry we handily beat the state average. But in 

the other two we didnôt. The catch here is that the test is taken in the 11th grade and the State wants you to start teaching algebra in the 9th 

grade. So, in the courses we teach to your children (algebra and geometry) we beat the state. However, in the skills that are either baseline 

ones they should come in with or skills that are really advanced (without the class time to truly cover the material) we donôt do as well. 

Starting next year math is going to be a year long course and not just a semester long. 

 

Also, whatôs strange with the math scores is that the composite cut off score for proficiency is 1140 and of our 43 test takers we 

had 9 of them with 1139ôs! There were also 2 students with 1138ôs. Just imagine, if even three or four of those kids had 3ôs instead of 2ôs 

weôd beat the state average. 

 

Of course we cannot ever forget the intense desire of the students to do well in these exams. They did beyond believably well in 

the English Language Arts portions and struggled just like every other kid in the state who takes this math test. They are the gold in this 

hard fought for medal and the teachers are the ribbon which holds everything in place with the right support and presentation. 

 

Moving on from test scores, next month weôre starting after school courses taught by local college professors. Theyôll be taught 

just like a college class (syllabus, lectures, readings, discussions, mandatory office hours, papers, mid terms and finals) and will be offered 

for free. The course length is a 12 week semester and there will be hour and a half classes twice per week. The subjects are Freshman Writ-

ing Composition 101, Foundations and Principles of Math 101 and Oral Communications 101. Ever wonder what a ñcollegeò class is like? 

Then take one of these! Theyôll be taught at Beacon but not taught by Beacon faculty. The course grades can go on the studentôs transcripts 

if the family informs Mrs. Murphy that it would like that but, these do not count for Beacon graduation credit. You canôt fail or skip some-

thing and have this count for it. This is a whole new ballgame. Want a challenge? Here it is! 

 

Lastly, there is a Board vacancy for a parent representative. Serving as a Trustee for the non-profit is a very special honor as that 

person has the same type of authority as a person who serves on an elected local school committee; personnel, educational priorities and 

budget are all handled at this level. The person who serves as a Trustee has a very hard balance to strike. In having a student at the school, 

you have a profound stake in the success of your son and/or daughter and what may advantage your student cannot be solely considered. 

You have to represent all the parents of Beacon and be able to insulate yourself from self interest or agenda. It can be highly rewarding. 

 

There will be more information coming out in mailings about both the after school college classes and the process for nominations 

for the board position. 

 

Thanks for your continued support of the best faculty and staff Iôve ever worked with and, 

 

See you around campus, 

 

Robert Pilkington 
Robert Pilkington, Ed.D. 

 

*Donôt worry, there will be much more said about being #1. There canôt be enough said about that sound byte! 
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From the Academic Deanôs Desk: 

This was the first year that the portfolios were 100% digital.   All elements of the portfolio were required to be 
posted on the studentôs page on Beaconôs portal (http://beaconart.digication.com ). 

Students were broken up into groups of approximately ten to present to a teacher from their arts discipline and 
four other members of the faculty.   Each panel also included someone from the Office of Diverse Learners. 

Even though this was the first year for the purely digital portfolio, the format built upon success from previous 

years and many of those who participated had great suggestions for streamlining the process for the class of 2011 
and beyond.  As a result, I will be publishing updated requirements and rubrics early this spring.   Stay tuned to 

the Student PBGR Portal (http://beaconart.org/studentpbgrportal.htm ) for more details.  

Special thanks to the ENTIRE FACULTY who spent a lot of time evaluating portfolios and presentations. 

Next up for the seniors are the Capstone presentations.  Seniors have been divided into three groups: Alpha, 

Beta, and Gamma.  The schedule for the presentations is as follows: 

Alphas ï March 30-April 1 

Betas ï April 28-30 

Gammas ï May 26-28 

For a complete list of Deadlines for Alphas, Betas, and Gammas alike, please visit http://beaconart.digication.com/
mrdonnelly/Capstone_Deadlines_2009_2010. 

                             College Corner 
                    with Mrs. Murphy 
 

 
 

Seniors:   You should be wrapping up college applications now as well as FAFSA applica-
tions.  Deadline for Rhode Island FAFSA is March 1, 2010.  If you miss the state deadline 
you can still submit the FAFSA for Federal Aid. 

  

Juniors:   SAT sign-up is around the corner, sign-up by March 25th for the May test date, and April 29th for 

the June test date.  Fee waivers for the test are available in guidance for those who qualify.    
 
Open Houses: 
Johnson & WalesðMarch 13th at 10am-- at this Open House the new Center for Culinary Excellence will be 
open for tours.  
 
See  the Summer Opportunities for Students section on the insert for some experiences that will help prepare 
you for college and career. 

http://beaconart.digication.com/
http://beaconart.org/studentpbgrportal.htm
http://beaconart.digication.com/mrdonnelly/Capstone_Deadlines_2009_2010
http://beaconart.digication.com/mrdonnelly/Capstone_Deadlines_2009_2010


from the Artistic Directoré..   

 
Hello Everyone! Here is what is happening within the Arts:   

 

Rehearsals for THE MOUSTACHE, a one-act comedy, written by Davis Alianiello and directed by Jason Le-

Clair, are in full swing.  The production will take place at The Stadium Theatre, April 14 & 15 at 7pm.  Tickets 

will officially go  on sale MONDAY, MARCH 8.  You can reserve your tickets by calling the ticket reserva-

tion line at 401-671-6261x415.  Davis is a graduate of Bishop Hendricken High School and we hope to have 

him visit with the cast and crew to discuss his play. 

 

The Theatre Department is busy preparing to participate in the 2010 RI Drama Fest, March 12 & 13.  The cast 

and crew of THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK, under the artistic direction of Dawn Souza and technical direction 

of Jason LeClair, will present the second act of that play in competition with several other area high schools.  

We are proud to have them representing Beacon this year.  Break-a-leg! 

 

Our chorus and band continue to work weekly under the direction of Ted Platt.  Chorus rehearsals are on 

Thursdays, 4:30pm ï 5:30pm and Band rehearsals are on Fridays, 2:30pm ï 4:00pm.  We look forward to hear-

ing the fruits of their labor in the coming months! 

 

We have some exciting collaborations brewing for the coming months: 

 First we will partner with the RI Department of Health to design a placemat showcasing National Infant Im-

munization Month.  All students are invited to create a design which will be selected by a panel of judges from 

the RI Department of Health.  The winning design will be made into placemats and distributed by McDonalds 

statewide during the month of April. 

 

The sophomore Playwriting class, taught by Dawn Souza, will be working with Victor Ramos of the Woon-

socket Prevention Coalition writing short scenes outlining issues that concern young people today.  The scenes 

will attempt to provide information and creative problem solving techniques revolving around the issues se-

lected by the class.  The finished scenes will be filmed and broadcast as a special series on YouTube by the end 

of 2010. 

 

In conjunction with Johnson & Wales University, Beacon is researching online Food Safety Certification 

courses.  It is our plan to provide each senior Culinary Arts student with the opportunity to have this certifica-

tion before they graduate from Beacon. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:   10th Grade Arts Night is WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3.   Doors open at 

6:30pm for Visual Arts and Digication viewing.  Family/Friends VIP admittance will also begin at 6:30pm with 

GENERAL admittance happening at staggered times after that.  PLEASE CHECK YOUR MAIL FOR 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 10 th Grade Arts Night. 

As always, we are busily and happily working within the arts at Beacon!   with gratitude,   

Patricia Hawkridge 
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T-Shirt Design ContestðCreate a T-Shirt 
design that is inspired by RI.  RI Threads is 

looking for fresh local designs. For more informa-
tion see Mrs. Hawkridge or visit their website: 
www.rithreads.com 

Holocaust Education & Resource Center of 
Rhode Island Art and Writing Contest 
2010ðtheme: Courage to Resist ð 

 For more information see Ms. Russell or visit the 
website: www.hercri.org 



From the Literacy Corner ð 
If Girls Read Better Than Boys  
 
Do girls read better than boys?  
Yes, they do, but not always.  
 
On his Guys Read website, http://www.guysread.com ,   
Jon Scieszka says, 

Research shows that boys are having trouble reading, 
and that boys are getting worse at reading. No one is 
quite sure why. Some of the reasons are biologi-
cal.  Some of the reasons are sociological. But the good 
news is that research also shows that boys will read if 
they are given reading that interests them. 

Jon and other literacy experts suggest that we can help boys 
read by 

Letting them choose what they read. 

Expanding our definition of "reading" to include:  
       - Nonfiction  
       - Graphic novels, comics, comic strips 
       - Humor  
       - Magazines, newspapers, online text 

Having boys recommend reading to other boys. 

Providing boys with male role models for reading in school 
and at home. 

 
Michael W. Smith and Jeffrey D. Wilhelm teach adolescent 
boys and have found similar evidence. As authors of Reading 
Don't Fix No Chevys:  Literacy in the Lives of Young Men,  win-
ner of the National Council of Teachers of English David H. 
Russell Research Award in 2003, they suggest the following: 

Give young men a practical purpose for reading 
(examples: to fix a car or to use a game; to find useful 
information or to inquire and figure things out).  

Offer choice, even if it is between only two possibilities, 
and think in terms of the Three Bears (remember that 
Goldilocksô choice was always ñjust rightòðnot too diffi-
cult and not too easy). 

Include texts with strong characters they can care about, 
even villains and underdogs; edgy and subversive text; 
text with powerful ideas  

Pay attention to the visual appeal of the book cover and the look 

of the book. 

Keep it short if possible.  

Make it funny if possible.  

Accept malesô declarations that they ñdonôt read;ò they 
most likely mean they wonôt read narratives (fiction) and/
or books.  

Encourage young men to respond to what they have read, 
using active or competitive ways that also connect to their 

lives at home and outside of school.  
 
Smith and Wilhelm write that males are often better than fe-
males at certain forms of reading, such as reading for informa-
tion, and they remind us that there are always exceptions and 
exceptional readers in both camps. 
 
Have a comment or a question about high 
school literacy? Send your message to 
Beaconôs reading specialist at  
sidokashige@verizon.net.  

News from Ms. Russell, School Based Coordinator 
We are all back from February school vacation and there are lots of things going on to make the rest of winter go by just a 
little faster. 
 
From my office there are some exciting events scheduled .  First, is the annual GRRL Tech Interactive  Technology Expo  at 
Roger Williams University campus in Bristol.  It takes place on Friday, March 5

th
 and we will have a free bus there and back.  

The event is free with lunch included.  Having taken a group from Beacon last year I can tell you that this is a fantastic learn-
ing experience and a truly fun event.  It is for 11

th
 grade girls only.  Sign up with Ms. Russell or Ms. Waters 

 
Next is a trip to the famous MIT campus in Cambridge, Mass to tour the MIT Museum and participate in some hands on work-
shops.  If you like science and technology this is the trip for you.  This trip takes place on Tuesday, March 2

nd
 .  If you have 

questions or want to sign up, see Mr. Butler or Ms. Russell. 
 
Donôt forget the Give Me 5 Youth Film Festival, first ever, Hot Tips Lab at URI, Providence campus.  Want to learn more 
about filmmaking from the pros?  This event is on Saturday, March 6

th
 in the afternoon.  Get tips from those who know, in-

cluding our own Mr. Skeldon.  This should be a fun learning experience. Snacks are provided.  Sign up with Mr. Donnelly, Ms. 
Russell or Mr. Skeldon.  Donôt miss out! 
 
March is Womenôs History Month so watch for details about a creative opportunity for Beacon Students to explore their family 
history through their mothersô, grandmothersô, aunts, older sistersô eyes.  Create an arts related project to display what you 
learned.  If you are interested in learning more stop by Ms. Russellôs office. 
 
Finally, its time to make our trip to the YMCA preschool to read and do an art activity with the children there.  This is a com-

munity service project and is scheduled for Tuesday, March 9
th
 with a Woonsocket Library visit on Thursday, March 4

th
.  You 

may sign up with Ms. Okashige or Ms. Russell.  
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 Greetings from the BMW (Parent Group) 

 

As we look towards March, weôd like to highlight some important items for our organization: 

  

Our March 8
th
 meeting will run from 6 to 6:30 PM in order to accommodate the Internet Safety program being run by the 

Dunn Institute.  This Dunn program is first come, first serve and is free for Beacon families.  Pre-registration is recommended 
and sign up forms can be found on the BMW website downloads page. 

  

While the duration of the March 8
th
 BMW meeting will be short, there will be two important items on the agenda: 

  

By-Laws Ratification ï A vote to accept the By-Laws in their entirety will be held.  The final version of the By-Laws will be 
available on the BeaconBMW.org Download page by March 1

st
 for folks to review. 

  

Officer Nominations ï We will be taking nominations for the 2010 / 2011 Executive Board.  We are actively seeking new peo-
ple to step into leadership positions for the coming year as some officers have already indicated that they will not be pursuing 
another term.  As a reminder, the Executive Board consists of six (6) positions:  Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Fund 
Raising Chair and Webmaster.  Please consider running for one of these officer positions as itôs a great way to be more in-
volved in the Beacon community.  Elections will be held in the April 12

th
 BMW Meeting. 

  

The BMW will be selling Pizza and Soft drinks during the Parentôs night on March 23
rd

.  This is not a fund raiser so pricing will 
be very affordable and will be based purely on the cost of the pizza, which will be supplied by a local pizza shop.  (The pizza 
shop has not been determined as of the printing of this Newsletter.)  The food will be sold both in the cafeteria and via carts 
that will travel throughout the school so that you donôt lose your place in any of the lines in order to grab a quick bite to eat.  

  

The BMW recently allocated funds to the Theatre department to have some drama production posters framed.  Next time you 
are in the school, please take a look.  They are outside the Theatre room.  The BMW would like to thank Pat Hawkridge for 
coordinating the framing of the posters.  Discussions are underway with both Culinary and Visual Arts to see how the BMW 
can possibly provide similar financial support for each respective program. 

 

 

 

Parent Resources 

Dunn Workshop on Internet Safety ð6:30-
8:00pm on March 8, 2010 This program will pro-
vide information to parents, school teachers and 
school administrators interested in protecting their 
children and students from online predators. Spe-
cific instruction will focus on how predators target 
middle level aged students and what teachers, ad-
ministrators, and parents can do to protect them. 
Participants will come away with templates and in-
formation to help foster positive conversations with 
children about online safety. To sign up for the 
Internet Safety Workshopðemail or call Monica 
Daniels at georgiabee_961@msn.com or 671-6261 
x402. Preregistration is highly recommended since 
space will be limited and this workshop is in high 
demand. 

 
Rhode Island Tutorial & Educational Services Work-
shop on Supporting Your Struggling Readerð6ò30-
8:30pm on March 8, 2010. A workshop for parents 
whose elementary and middle school students are 
struggling with reading. Visit the RITES website at 
www.ritutorial.org or call  723-4459. 
 
11th Annual New England Fathering Conference ï 
March 17, 18, &19, 2010 at The Newport Marriott, 
Newport, RI. This yearly educational event will bring 
together dads, family service providers and advo-
cates, social workers, health professionals, educa-
tors, program directors, state and federal represen-
tatives. For more information call 401-458-4425 or 
go online: www.ripin.org. 
 
Best Practices Conference, March 18, 2010 at the 
Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence, RI. 
The conference will focus on Best Practices for chil-
dren, youth, and individuals with special health care 
needs and their families.  For more information call 
401-270-0101 or go online: www.ripin.org. 
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Fundraiser for St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital 

The Student Council will be running a letter drive for St. Jude Rally Against Childhood Cancer.  Students will be given a 

form to fill out with addresses of people they know on Thursday, March 18th during advisory.   Students must bring 

these forms back to school on Monday, March 22nd.  The students will write letters on Monday, March 22nd and Tues-

day, March 23rd in their advisories.  Students who write 25 letters will receive a t -shirt designed by student council 

members as well as a raffle ticket with a chance to win a Nintendo Wii. (For those concerned about the volume of mail 

they already receive, the organization has assured us that the addresses will be used this time only, and if recipients of 

the letters choose not to respond, then no further mailings will be sent from the organization.) Help your student fill 

out the address forms and maybe your Beacon student will be the one to win the Nintendo Wii!!!   Thanks for your sup-

port, Beacon Charter High School Student Council. 

 

The Student Council attended the Clash of the Councils 

at Coventry High School on Friday, January 29th in the eve-

ning.  The students participated in a scavenger hunt and some 

other contests, including baking chocolate chip cookies and paint-

ing mini-murals.  In between all the activity, they enjoyed pizza, 

salad, and ice cream.  A good time was had by all.  

 

MARDI GRAS MASQUERADE SEMI-FORMAL DANCE - Saturday, January 6th @ the 

Bocce Club in Woonsocket, RI.  The student council would like to thank Jesus Velez, Sam 

Gravel, Chris Schuman, Nurse Mary, and  Mr. & Mrs. Go for helping decorate for the 

dance.  They would also like to thank the chaperones, including 

Mr. Boland, Dr. Butler, Mrs. C. Taylor, Nurse Mary, Dr. & Mrs. Pilk-

ington, Mr. & Mrs. Go, and Alex Go. In addition, special thanks 

must be given for the dedication and wisdom of Mrs. Go and Chris 

Schuman in planning the dance.  Thank you to all who attended 

and made the event such a success! 

Prom will be May 28th from 6:30 ï11pm. More details to follow.  
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Student Council News 

BHMCDQDKK@½R BKNRDS 

We will be collecting Prom dresses and suits for stu-

dents that are unable to purchase these for Prom. 

Also needed are dress shoes, and evening bags.  

Please contact Mrs. Go if you have prom items to 

donate. 

671-6261 x 107  

Or tinago@cox.net 

Earn Money for the Senior 
Class Trip 

 
Go to the following websites to register your 
Stop N Shop and Target Cards to earn 
money for the Senior Class Trip. 

 
Stop N Shop: http://www.stopandshop.com/aplus 
 
 Target: http://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.jsp?
contentId=PRD03-005171 
 
Thanks for your continued support of our students. 


